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Sl^AFiY; f:CN U7EREST IN AFGHAN COUP IS INTENSE, AND 

PASED FT I-^AFILY ON Tr~.EE CONSIDERATIONS: (A) WHETHER TO 

RECOGMIE 1AUD REGIME C NEPAL CONSIDERS AFGHANISTAN 

•?:ZIGK=:"j;?:2 COUNTRY* Z'JT DOESN'T vakt to rush in until 

IT KKCVS FACTS)? (B) GUEST ION WHETHER USSR AND PERHAPS 

INDIA HELPED INSTIGATE CCiiP (SEEK AS DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO 

OPAL'S •:■;.*: PARAMOUNT SECURITY CONCERNS); AW CO royal 

SY>:PATH\ A-.D CONCERN AT OUSTER OF ONE OF FEW MONARCHIES 

LEFT I*: ASlAc 

(EPALESr OFFICIALS HIGH A'«'D LOV HAVE E£EK QUIZZING ME 

AND OTHER MISSION OFFICERS EVER SINCE DAUD COUP AS TO 

WHAT IS GOING ON AND WHY. JOINT SECRETARY IK FOREIGN 

MINISTRY CALLED ME I*J THIS KGR KI N3 TO DISCUSS SITUATION 

INFORMALLY ANT- INDICATED GON HAS NO HARD INFORMATION YET 

OK" WHICH IT PELKVES IT CAN FORM JUDGEMENTS. UNDER 

CIRCUMSTANCES, BELIEVE IT VOULD PE IK U.S. INTEREST 

FOR KE TO CONVEY REASCKAELY CANDID ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT 

SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN. I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE 

RECEIVING SOKE TALKING POINTS, IFPOSSIELE EY TOMORROW 

WJ$$ I HAVE AN APP0HTKE^-TO : SEE f CR£|S»N : ttI^T£R%. : EN& SUMMARY. 

j. initial reaction HERC.ro'sNgwsicb'.&'Awr c0up :xv ..*: \: 

AFQKAKISTAt. 1 , WAS ONE OF SHOCK AT TERMINATION OF ONE OF 

ASIA'S TIV REMAINING MONARCHIES. PALACE CONCERN EVIDENCED 

EY DIMGUT OF COVERAGE IN LOCAL PRESS, VHJCH IS 9 UM>ER 

ORDERS, REPORTING EVENTS ONLY BRIE FLY AND IN TERES OF CHANGE OF 

FR4 M .E PJir.'ISTESS, DELtTIKG ANY R E FfcX£TC5:fi&0 ESiatLiS 
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ORDERS- REPORTING EVENTS ONLY PRIEFLY AKD IN TERMS OF CHANGE OF 
ffJTK- ^T.\ T STERS f DELETING A:%Y EEFEREffCE TO ESTABLISHMENT OCF 
REPUBLIC DESPITE TACT LOCAL PUELIC CONTINUES HAVE ACCESS TC 
INDI&\ p^£SS WHICH HAS ?ESN GIVING FRONT-PAGE DAILY 
COVERS TO DEVELOPMENTS ANT' IS SUFFERING NO SIMILAR 
p:H:5I"i: l ;S ArOUT REPORTING FALL OF MONARCHY . 
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US TO p.£ REASONABLY RESPONSIVE TC KEPAIESE DESIRE FOR USG 
ASSESSMENT OF AFGHAN' SITUATION, I THEREFORE REQUEST FOLLOWING: 

A, APPROPRIATE ADDRESSEES PLEASE INCLUDE KATMANDU 
J€NCEFO?th CN SUCH CABLE TRAFFIC AS INVOLVES GENERAL 
ANALYSIS OF AFGHAN SITUATION AND - ASSESSMENT OF ITS 

IMPLICATIONS, 

L~^SE PROVIDE «E "WITH TALKING POINTS FOR 
T 0~ TO GOK. HOPEFULLY Of:ES THAT U ? ILL CONVEY 
r-TD C": ASSTFIED U.S. ASSESSMENT CF CURRENT 
~ OF fi-FALRS IN AFGHANISTAN INCLUDING EXTENT OF DAUD'S 
N^URE OF SOVIET AN'D INDIAN INTERETS AS WE SEE 
iSY OTHER FACTORS PERTINENT TO CUR NEEDS HERE 
7 ZTi FY FOREGOING. 
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AY. (INCIDENTALLY, 
L.L ON NEW PRIME KIN 
Y MORNING, JULY 26. 



KSVE APPOINTMENT VITH 
I KG. JULY 24. I HAD 
;•:* FOR ROUTINE COURTESY 
,v NEW C&5IRET Af^D HAD FEEN 
&K" AEOUT ANOTHER UZZY. FCR 
i.CT OF IT COKING THROUGH 
KG HIGH-LEVEL INTEREST IN 

SITUATION. WOULD THERE- 
IM GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT CAN 
MY APPOINTMENT FOR 
ISTER RIJAL HAS BEER SET 
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fC°AL£S£ OFPtCTALS HIGH AND LOW HAVE SEEN QUIZZING ME 
AND OTHER MISSION OFF I CERS-£VER SINCE OAUD COUP AS_ TO 
WHAT IS GOING ON AND WHY. f 
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fUWOCR 

U.S. WTEREST 



CIRCUMSTANCES, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE IN 

FOR ME TO CONVEY REASONABLY CANDID ASSESSMENT Of CURRENT 

SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN* I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE 

RECEIVING SOME TALKING POINTS, IF POSSIBLE BY TOMORROW 

WtCN I HAVE AN APPOINTNENT TO SEE FOREIGN MINISTER. ENQ flUKWARr. 

1. INITIAL REACTION HERE TO NEWS OF OAUO COUP IN 
AFGHANISTAN, WAS ONE OF SHOOT AT TERMINATION OF ONE OF 
ASIA'S FEW REMAINING MONARCHIES. PALACE CONCERN EVIDENCED 
BY OIHOUT OF COVERAGE IN LOCAL PRESS, WHICH IS, UNDER 
ORDERS, REPORTING EVENTS ONLY BRIEFLY AND IN TERMS OF CHANGE OF 
PRIfC MINISTERS, DELETING ANY REFERENCE TO ESTABLISHMENT OOF 
REPUWIC, DESPITE FACT LOCAL. PUBLIC CONTINUES HAVE ACCZSS TO 
INOIAN PRESS WHICH HAS BEEN GIVING FRONT-PAGE DAILY 
COVERAGE TO DEVELOPMENTS AND IS SUFFERING NO SIMILAR 
INHIBITIONS ABOUT REPORTING FALL OF MONARCHY. 

2. SV€RY QOH OFFICIAL I HAYZ HAO OCCASION TO TALK 

TO SINCE COUP TOflS-PLACE HAS <*SI77FO KE IS TO USS VIEWS 
REGARDING COUP.t 



£fa3fs 



afNFlfccfcTIAV 



CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 03 KATHMA 031SS 2312002 

CONVERSATION WITH ME WAS INFORMAL AND ESSENTIALLY 
PERSONAL, HE INDICATED HE WOULD WELCOME ANY ASSESSMENT 
I MIGHT GIVE HIM IN FUTURE OF NATURE OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING COUP AND CURRENT OUTLOOK. 

3. AS OEPSEC RUSH AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY SIS 
WELL AWARE FROM THEIR VISIT HERS LAST APRIL, J 




j6Y* 



o 



JNATURALLY LEADS NEPALE8E OFFICIALS 

INCREASINGLY TO LOOKTO U.S. AS WELL- INFORMED AND 
DISINTERESTED FRIEND CAPABLE OF PROVIDING USEFUL COUNSEL. 

<f. I BELIEVE U.S. INTERESTS IN NEPAL AND AREA CALL FOR 
US TO BE REASONABLY RESPONSIVE TO NEPALESE DESIRE FOR USG 
ASSESSMENT OF AFGHAN SITUATION. I THEREFORE REQUEST FOLLOWING: 

A. APPROPRIATE ADDRESSEES PLEASE INCLUDE KATHHANDU 
^NCEFORTH ON SUCH CABLE TRAFFIC A3 INVOLVES GENERAL 
ANALYSIS OF AFGHAN SITUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. 

B. OEPT PLEASE PROVIDE ME WITH TALKING POINTS FOR 
PRESENTATION TO GON, HOPEFULLY ONES THAV WILL CONVEY 
FAIRLY CANDID CLASSIFIED U.S. ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT 
STATE OF AFFAIRS IN AFGHANISTAN INCLUDING EXTENT OF OAUD'S 
CONTROL. NATURE OF SOVIET AND INDIAN INTERETS AS WE SEE 
THEM, AND ANY OTHER FACTORS PERTINENT TO OUR NEEDS HERE 
AS SUGGESTED BY FOREGOING. 

5. I HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED I HAVE APPOINTMENT WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER TOMORROW MORNING, JULY 2<». I HAD 
PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED APPOINTMENT FOR ROUTINE COURTESY 
CALL IN CONNECTION INSTALLATION NEW CABINET AND HAD B€EH 
GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND IT WOULD TAKE ABOUT ANOTHER WEEK FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO COME THROUGH. FACT OF IT COMING THROUGH 
AT THIS TIME SUGGESTS CONTINUING HIGH-LEVEL INTEREST IN 
ELICITING U.S. VIEWS ON AFGHAN SITUATION. WOULD THERE- 
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FORE APPRECIATE WHATEVER INTERIM- GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT CAM 
PROVIOE TODAY. C INCIDENTALLY, MY APPOINTMENT FOR 
COURTESY CALL ON NEW PRIME MINISTER RIJAL HAS BEEN SET 
FOR THURSDAY MORNING, JULY 26. > 
COON 
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